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sive alliance with China, thus obligating ourselves to defend
her from Japan's encroachments upon her territory. Under
these circumstances, I declared, the seizure of a Chinese
port would be the height of treachery and faithlessness.
Aside from these considerations of an ethical order, I said,-
the proposed measure would be extremely dangerous even
from the standpoint of our self-interest. I called the atten-
tion of the conference to the fact that we were engaged in
building a railroad on Chinese territory and that our step
would arouse the country against us, thus endangering the
railroad construction. Besides, the occupied ports, I said,
would have to be connected by rail with the trunk line,
which circumstance would drag us into complications likely
to have disastrous results.
Minister of War Vannovski staunchly supported Count
Muraviov. The Navy Minister declared that a port on
the Korean coast, nearer to the open ocean, would be
preferable to either Port Arthur or Ta-lieng-wan. My
arguments did not have any efiect upon either Vannovski or
Muraviov, but the Emperor was visibly impressed by rny
heated denunciation of the project and he refused to sanc-
tion the plan of occupation.
Several days afterwards I had an audience with Hi$f
Majesty. "You know, Sergey Yulievich," said the Em-
peror to me, evidently somewhat put out, "I have decided
to occupy Port Arthur and Ta-lieng-wan. Our ships with
troops are already on their way there. Here is why I have
taken this step. After the conference the Foreign Minister
reported to me that, according to his information, British
warships were cruising off the ports in question and that if
we did not occupy them, the English would do so." Mura-
vlov's information was, of course, false, as I later found
out from the British Ambassador
The news greatly upset me.   On leaving the Emperor's
study, I met Grand Duke Alexander Mikhailovich.   He